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Brotherhood Luncheon speaker talks New Jersey youth’s future
Salvation Army, Kearny Optimist Club hosts annual buffet for area civic groups
By Celeste Regal
Observer Assistant Editor
The Annual Brother
Luncheon was held at the
Salvation Army of Greater
Kearny on 443 Chestnut
Street Wednesday, Feb.13.
The luncheon is an annual
gathering where local service organizations unite in
fellowship. The organizations represented included
the American Legion, Junior Women’s Club of Arlington, Kiwanis Club of
Kearny, The Lion’s Club,
The Optimist Club of
West/South Bergen; The
Rotary Club of Kearny;
Woman’s Club of Arlington
and the Woman’s Club of
Arlington EMD.
The Kearny Optimist
Club and the Salvation
Army hosted the noon celebration.
Kearny High School
senior, William Cheung,
provided music. He played
a variety of compositions

on the piano while guests
ate their buffet lunch,
served by Optimist Club
members in white tux shirts
and black ties. Kearny 3rd
Ward Councilwoman Carol
Jean Doyle is the first female member of the Optimist Club.
Guest speaker, Paul C.
Anovik,
president
of
Anovick
Associations,
LLC, gave a talk entitled,
“Brotherhood Now and into
the Future.”
Anovick grew up on a
35-acre farm in southern
New Jersey.
Shift happens
He made a point of distinguishing how people
watch what you do more
than what you say. As a visual society we tend to
mimic what we see, and
miss the words that precede
the action, especially young
people.
“Change is something
that we all have to deal with
but we all deal with it in dif-

ferent ways, but either way
change is uncomfortable
and strange,” Anovick said.
“We deal with it in our
lives, businesses and sometime the impact of change.”
He continued by saying
that his grandfather was
born in 1888. In his lifetime
he experienced the major
changes of the 20th century.
For thousands of years, the
horse and buggy reigned as
the general mode of transportation, with a top speed
of 35 to 40 miles per hour.
“In his lifetime, the automobile showed up, then airplanes and before he
passed, we put a man on the
moon. So now you want to
talk about change in one
lifetime, look at what happened to that individual,”
Anovick said.
In the book “Future
Shock” written sociologist
and futurologist Alvin Toffler in 1970, Anovick said,
“he really nailed it, what we
are experiencing now.”
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Paul C. Anovick speaking at the Annual Brotherhood Luncheon.
“In a global sense,
change is going to accelerate at a speed that we will
not be able to assimilate it,”
he said.
As an example, when the
automobile arrived on the
scene, people had a decade
or so to absorb into the cultural tradition of the population, as we did with the
airplane and every other
new time saving invention.
But Anovick likens the
current rate of change, in a
global, social and techno-

logical sense to riding a
white water rapid in a small
raft with a group of other
enthusiasts.
If you’re on the
Delaware River or its tributary the Lehigh River, you
hit sections of white water
the river narrows and the
river intensifies. But eventually you get down river
where it widens and slows
down.
“You catch your breath,
get your bearings back and
you paddle a little slower.

But now in 2008, we’re in a
continuous white water –
there’s no chance to catch
your breath,” he said. “It’s
only going to get faster, bigger and more monumental.”
How this effects the
community is that one in
four workers have been
with their current employer
for less than one year, one
in two – less than five years.
Twenty percent of the residents of New Jersey were
not born in the United
States, according to a recent
New York Times article.
Our state has the highest
percentage in the nation.
“Where ever America is
heading, New Jersey is
there first,” he said. “Also,
we are educating our children today for jobs and
technology for jobs that
don’t even exist. We are
preparing them to solve
problems that we don’t even
know what they are
See ANOVICK, Page 14
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Anovick
From Page 5
today.”
Anovick also mentioned
hearing Thomas L. Friedman speak in Seattle, author
of “The World Is Flat: A
Brief History of the
Twenty-First Century”, a
best selling book that analyzes the progress of globalization.

Safe
From Page 6
“The meeting was
poorly advertised.”
Notice of the meeting
was provided through commercials on cable, and
Kearns explained that since
Friday nights’ meeting was
the first of its kind, he
wanted the opportunity to
gauge public interest. Harrison has approximately
15,000 residents so the
meeting drew one-quarter
of one percent of the popu-

“In his talk he said something that really resonated
with me. When we grew up
our parents said to us, ‘Finish your plate, the children
in China are starving.’ But
he tells his children today,
‘Finish your homework, the
children in China are starving for your job,’” Anovick
said.
He said in 2007 the
United States graduated 1.3
million students; India graduated 3.1 million and China
lation.
Kearns also told attendees that because types of
crime vary from neighborhood to neighborhood,
meetings in every ward
would be held in the future.
When the last portion of the
presentation
concluded,
Doyle allowed residents to
ask questions.
The result was a series of
heated criticisms, complaints and general frustration with the quality of life
and conditions in Harrison.
Kathy, who had earlier
discussed her disappointment with how poorly the
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3.3 million. In India, all
those students speak English. Predictions say that
China will be the number
one English speaking country in 10 years.
“I started in broadcasting. From the time radio
started in Pittsburgh it took
38 years to reach an audience of 50 million. In the
late 1940s when television
came along, it took 13 years
to reach 50 million,” he
said. “When the Internet

came along, it took four
years to reach 50 million
viewers.”
In 1984, the number of
Internet devices in the
world was 1,000. By 1992,
it was up to 1 million devices. In 2006, there were
600 million Internet devices.
“Ladies and gentlemen,
shift happens,” he said.
“There were industries that
exist today that were not
here 10 years ago.” He
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Det. Sgt. John Osterkorn, left, Officer Joseph Nigro, Chief Derek
Kearns, Det.David Doyle and Officer Charles Schimpf.
meeting was publicized, friends house but I don’t
sharply criticized the lack of anymore. I’m too afraid,”
safety in Harrison.
Kathy said. “There’s a
“I used to walk to my bunch of kids hanging out
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mentioned new media,
ecommerce, organic agriculture, nanotechnology
and Homeland Security to
name a few.
Along with the new
technologies are new words
that have entered into the
English language.
“What your organizations can do in the position
of leadership for our communities is to raise money
for these guys so the boom
stops here,” he said. “Make

things happen. As leaders, it
is not just what we say but
what we do. Live the life
and do the things that you
want your children to do because they’re watching
you.”

at night on the streets and
cop cars just drive by. What
are these kids doing out at
10 o’clock at night?”
Throughout the night,
residents told personal stories about local crime and
its impact on the community. One resident talked
about a construction worker
who urinated on her property and another was afraid
to walk to his house because a nearby bar often
had intoxicated patron’s
roaming the streets.
Another resident also
complained about juveniles
loitering on the streets, “It’s

a Friday night and we’re in
a community center. Where
are all the kids?”
In an attempt to calm
down residents Kearns reminded everyone that “We
(the police) can’t be everywhere, we have the officers
allocated appropriately.”
The Chief hopes that
through continued meetings
with residents, a community
relations unit and better police resources, the quality of
life for all Harrison residents can improve, “This is
only the beginning,” he
said.

Lyndhurst Garden Club meeting
Jason Mitnick of JM
Synthetic Grass Surfacing
will present a program at
the Lyndhurst Garden
Club meeting on Monday,
Feb. 25. Held at the Lyndhurst Parks Department
building, 250 Cleveland
Ave., meetings begin at
7:30 p.m. Refreshments

and social hour follows
the program.
Although his six-yearold company has dealt
mainly with commercial
installations such as the
one in Lyndhurst Town
Hall Park, it is now developing a residential side as
presented at area home

and garden shows.
Guests are always welcome and prospective
members are reminded
that the $5 yearly dues are
currently assessed for
2008. Founded in 1935,
the Lyndhurst club includes residents of surrounding communities.

Celeste Regal can be reached
by phone at 201-991-1600,
ext. 14, or by e-mail at
cregal@theobserver.com.

Kearny’s
Optimist Club
celebrates
70th year
The Optimist Club of Kearny
is celebrating its 70th year 19382008. The club meets every
Thursday at noon at the Grace
Methodist Church. Dues are
$325 per year, including meals.
The club donates about
$13,000 per year to support
youth and has raised $20,000 to
replace the gym floor at the
PBGC. The club also supplies
the manpower for the HANDS
fruit sale and the big fundriaser
is the annual golf outing.
Weekly attendance is between
20 and 25 members out of about
40. The latest project is the
rocket program. Membership is
open to civic minded men and
women interested in service to
youth.

AC Bus Ride

Project graduation is having a bus ride to Atlantic City,
Sunday, Feb. 24. Meet at
Kearny Federal Savings, at
8:45 a.m. For a donation of
$30, you receive $20 in coins,
and a $5 food voucher. Call
Judy Hyde at 201-991-5812 or
Joe Sgalia at 201-998-6879 or
stop by Mid Reality on 572
Kearny Ave. The next meeting
is Thursday, Feb. 21 at 7:30
p.m. in the school faculty
lounge.

